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 Landi '39 
Unifying the Swiss with War Looming 

by Richard T. Hall 

 The year was 1938.  Switzerland’s neighbors to the north and south were clearly headed for war 

with the rest of Europe.  Tiny Switzerland knew its trans-alpine transit routes were likely targets in the 

event of war.  And the every-twenty-five-year Swiss National Exposition was due to be staged. 

The Swiss had faced larger and better-armed 

opponents over its 650 year history.  The question was 

would they be able to withstand an attack with 

modern weapons of war.  The government decided the 

best way to counter this threat was to remind their 

citizens of their “Swissness” and their heritage of being 

the David in the face of a Goliath.  So they decided to 

use the 1939 Swiss National Exposition in Zürich as 

the vehicle to convey this message (Figure 1). 

The lead-up to the Exposition began with special 

slogan cancels used in the larger cities across 

Switzerland beginning in June of 1938.  Simple in 

design, these cancels showed the wing and rings logo of 

the Exposition, the year 1939, and the words Zürich 

Swiss National Exposition in the language of the 

region.  The cancel slugs for the machine cancellers 

circulated around the region.  For example, the 

French-language version of the cancel shown in 

Figure 2 was used at the Lausanne 2 post office in 

June, July, September to November 1938, and 

February and March 1939.   (Continued on page 13) 
 

Fig. 2. Lausanne machine cancel publicizing the Landi. 

 
Fig. 1. Postcard publicizing the National Exposition  
(L.A. 1110, Edition Guggenheim). 
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From the President’s 

Album 

by Harlan F. Stone 

AHPS Minnesota Convention 

Highlights 

The most memorable event of the AHPS 

convention at the July 16-18 Minnesota Stamp 

Expo was a Saturday evening tornado warning ac-

companied by heavy wind and rain.  The weather 

forced 18 members and spouses to evacuate a 

German restaurant’s outdoor patio for an inside 

table with their steins of beer in hand.   

At the opening Friday afternoon show-and-

tell, five members – Keller, LaBlonde, Peter, Stone 

and Trotter – discussed favorite items, ranging 

from early registration marks to stamps designed 

by Hans Erni.  (Continued on page 8) 

 

Tobler Receives AHPS 

Service Award 
by Harlan F. Stone 

Emil L. Tobler, AHPS sales circuit manag-

er since 1984, became the third recipient of the 

AHPS Service Award in a surprise ceremony dur-

ing our national convention at the July 16-18 Min-

nesota Stamp Expo.  The award goes to members 

who have contributed extensive service that as-

sures or improves the functioning of the society. 

Emil has been variously described as the 

“face” of AHPS because of his regular postal con-

tact with a good number of our members, the 

“glue” that holds together our members who are 

actively adding to their Swiss collections, the 

“promoter” of AHPS at stamp shows each year that 

he attends as a dealer, the “Swiss boy” who uses 

that name in his e-mail address, and the “swap 

session” host every year at our annual national 

conventions.  

In selecting Emil for this special service 

award, the Board of Trustees cited him especially 

for his continuous service as the sales circuit man-

ager over the past quarter of a century.  

 

Peter Wins AHPS 

Grand Award 

Michael Peter became a first-time winner 

of the AHPS Felix Ganz Memorial Grand Award 

for his exhibit of “Zeppelin Mail to the Americas 

1930-1937” at our society’s annual convention dur-

ing Minnesota Stamp Expo in the Minneapolis 

area on July 16-18.  He also won a show gold and 

the American Air Mail Society medal. 
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Steve Turchik took the show’s reserve 

grand award and a gold with “Usage of the Imper-

forate Sitting Helvetia 1854-1863”, as well as the 

AHPS gold medal and     (continued on page 8) 

 

AHPS Convention at 

NAPEX 2011 
 Mark your calendars now for June 3-5, 

2011, the next gathering of AHPS members.  On 

the first weekend in June 2011, we will meet at the 

NAPEX stamp show in McLean, Virginia, located 

just west of Washington DC.  One of America’s top 

shows, NAPEX offers the perfect venue for meeting 

old friends, making new ones, learning and shar-

ing Swiss philately, finding new gems for your col-

lection, and exhibiting your treasures and research 

of Switzerland and UN Geneva! 

 The NAPEX website — www.napex.org — 

is frequently updated with the latest news about 

the upcoming show.  There you can book the Hilton 

McLean Tysons Corner Hotel at the special show 

rate (or phone 703-761-5111).  And closer to the 

show date, you can find the exhibit lists, show 

schedule, and list of dealers.  NAPEX has a wait-

ing list of dealers because the show draws so many 

collectors and is located an easy driving distance 

from Baltimore, Philadelphia, Virginia Beach, and 

other collector communities.  The parking is free.  

Amtrak and major airlines all converge in the 

Washington DC area.  Check the website for shut-

tle information from either Dulles or Reagan Na-

tional airports.  Also, check the hotel for its shuttle 

to the local Metro public rail line, which can take 

you to Reagan National or to tourist sites in Wash-

ington DC safely and quickly and at a fair price. 

Did I mention that this is a great place to take a 

family vacation??? 

 It is not too early to think about exhibiting 

at NAPEX.  The frames always fill up before the 

deadline, so apply early.  First, there is a literature 

class.  For journal editors and book authors, this is 

a chance to gain additional publicity for your club 

and special study (TELL will be entered – Ed.).  In 

the philatelic exhibits, 

there are the major 

classes for a national 

show.  Awards will be 

given at the Saturday 

night banquet, and if 

you have never won an 

AHPS medal, you are 

missing one of the most 

beautiful medals in all 

of philately!  

 Within the one-frame class there is a spe-

cial competition for exhibits that feature the letter 

Q prominently in their topic title.  Each year NA-

PEX draws a new letter at the banquet for the next 

year’s competition.  Previous winners have won a 

Scrabble game and kudos for cleverness.  Since 

there is no Queen’s head series in Switzerland, get 

creative! 

 I am excited to be the AHPS liaison for 

NAPEX. I am available by email for those with 

questions or suggestions.  The next issue of TELL 

will offer more details about plans for members at 

the show, including dinners, programs, and a be-

hind-the-scenes tour on Thursday afternoon of the 

Smithsonian National Postal Museum, Washing-

ton, DC.   

 Cheryl Ganz, cherylganz@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

Interested to know more about Swiss postal stationery? 
 

 

Please contact the 
 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 

Secretary : Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall 

True to the title of my column, my wife and I were meandering through Europe at the time you re-

ceived the last issue of TELL without my column.  Part of our trip was a 2-week Eurail Pass which took us 

into Switzerland from Strasbourg, France, on the Lyria TGV train to Zürich.  There we were met by Mi-

chael Rutherfoord to whom Yolanda and I owe a huge thanks for spending so much time with us.  And 

Zürich was experiencing a heat wave so the three of us kept the ice cream vendors in business. 

Because of my interest in the 1939 Landi Exposition, one special thing I wanted to do while in 

Zürich was to have dinner at the Fischstube Zürichhorn.  This restaurant is the one remaining building 

from the Landi.  Figure 1 shows it in 1939, Figure 2 today.  The main building burned in 1956 but was re-

constructed in the original style.  Michael, Yolanda, and I had a delicious dinner there on a very windy 

evening.  In fact it was so windy that the ferry could not venture out onto the lake, the waves were so bad.  

But we had a wonderful lakeside table (indoors) where we could watch the storm pass by.  Figure 3 shows 

Michael and me at the restaurant. 

 

 

From Zürich we boarded the train for Luzern where we caught the Golden Panorama train over the 

mountains to Interlaken and then over the second mountain range to Montreux.  That train ride has to be 

one of the most scenic rides in Switzerland.  In Montreux we had a most enjoyable dinner with Jean-Paul 

Jaccard (Figure 4).  Jean-Paul had brought some items from his collections to show us.  My wife, who is not 

a stamp collector, was fascinated by his material.  She has told me that meeting my “stamp friends” was 

one of the highlights of a trip filled with highlights.  Thanks again to Michael and Jean-Paul. 

 
Fig. 1.  The Landi Fischstube in 1939 

 
Fig. 2.  The Landi Fischstube in 2010 

 
Fig. 3.  Michael Rutherfoord at the Fischstube 

 
Fig. 4.  Jean-Paul Jaccard in Montreux 



September 2010   5   TELL  

Having missed one issue of TELL means that the list of post office changes to report will be extra 

long this month.  So let’s get started. 

1. On February 27, 2010, the post office at 6573 Magadino (canton Ticino) was closed  

  [assumed by 6572 Quartino] [K-cancel 1101 was last used on that date] [“Annonce tardive”] 

 2.  On March 31, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

  3020 Bern 20 Riedbach (canton Bern) [assumed by 3018 Bern] 

` 7605 Stampa (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7606 Promontogno]  

  [K-cancel 717a was last used on that date] 

3.  On April 15, 2010, the post office at 8911 Rifferswil [canton Zürich] was closed  

  [assumed by 8910 Affoltern a. Albis} [K-cancel 698 was last used on that date] 

4.  On April 16, 2010, the post office at 1832 Chamby (canton Vaud) was closed  

  [assumed by 1816 Chailly-Montreux] [K-cancel 690 was last used on that date] 

5.  On April 17, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 7551 Ftan (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7550 Scuol] [K-cancel 720 was last used on that date] 

 8506 Lanzenneunforn (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8266 Steckborn] 

6.  On April 24, 2010, the post office at 7247 Saas im Prättigua (canton Graubünden) was closed  

  [assumed by 7240 Küblis] [K-cancel 547a wass last used on that date] 

7.  On April 28, 2010, the post office at 9212 Arnegg (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

  [assumed by 9200 Gossau] 

8.  On April 30, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 3368 Bleienbach (canton Bern) [assumed by 3367 Thörigen]  

  [K-cancel 1157 was last used on that date] 

 7015 Tamins (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7013 Domat/Ems] 

 8881 Walenstadtberg (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 8880 Walenstadt]  

  [K-cancel 209a was last used on that date] 

9.  On May 4, 2010, the post office at 8514 Amlikon-Bissegg (canton Thurgau) was closed  

  [assumed by 8570 Weinfelden] 

10.  On May 8, 2010, the post office at 9203 Niederwil (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

  [assumed by 9200 Gossau 1] 

11.  On May 29, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 3856 Brienzwiler (canton Bern) [assumed by 3855 Brienz] [K-cancel 680 was last used on that date] 

 3782 Lauenen b. Gstaad (canton Bern) [assumed by 3780 Gstaad] 

 3045 Meikirch (canton Bern) [assumed by 3045 Meikirch] [K-cancel 492 was last used on that date] 

 4626 Niederbuchsiten (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4622 Egerkingen] 

 4246 Wahlen b. Laufen (canton Bern) [assumed by 4242 Laufen] 

12.  On June 5, 2010, the post office at 1266 Duillier (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by 1260 Nyon 1] 

13.  On June 9, 2010, the post office at 5732 Zetzwil (canton Aargau) was closed [assumed by 5734 Reinach] 

14.  On June 11, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 1654 Cerniat (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1637 Charmey (Gruyèye)] 

 3453 Heimisbach (canton Bern) [assumed by 3415 Hasle-Rüegsau]  

  [K-cancel 470 was last used on that date] 

 3975 Randogne (canton Valais) [assumed by 3963 Crans-Montana 1] 

 8063 Zürich 63 Stadtspital Triemli (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8016 Zürich] 

15.  On June 18, 2010, the post office at 4492 Tecknau (canton Basel-Land) was closed  

  [assumed by 4460 Gelterkinden] 

16.  On June 19, 2010, the post office at 6978 Gandria (canton Ticino) was closed  

  [assumed by 6962 Viganello] [K-cancel 936 was last used on that date] 
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17.  On June 25, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 2074 Marin-Epagnier (canton Neuchâtel) [assumed by 2074 Marin-Epagnier] 

 5057 Reitnau (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5057 Reitnau] 

18.  On June 26, 2010, the post office at 8892 Berschis (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

  [assumed by 8880 Walenstadt] [K-cancel 1198 was last used on that date] 

19.  On June 30, 2010, the post office at 5332 Rekingen (canton Aargau) was closed  

  [assumed by 5330 Bad Zurzach] 

20.  On July 2, 2010, the post office at 8254 Basadingen (canton Thurgau) was closed  

  [assumed by 8253 Diesenhofen] 

21.  On July 3, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 9249 Algetshausen (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9240 Uzwil]  

  [K-cancel 1258 was last used on that date] 

 3273 Kappelen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3250 Lyss] 

22.  On July 9, 2010, the post office at 1648 Hauteville (canton Fribourg) was closed  

  [assumed by 1634 La Roche] 

23.  On July 17, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 4524 Günsberg (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4523 Niederwil]  

  [K-cancel 894 was last used on that date] 

 1721 Misery-Courtion (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1721 Misery-Courtion] 

 8466 Trüllikon (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8460 Marthalen] 

24.  On July 30, 2010, the post office at 1719 Brünisried (canton Fribourg) was closed  

  [assumed by 1716 Plaffeien] 

25.  On July 31, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 1823 Glion (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1820 Montreux 1] [K-cancel 224a was last used on that date] 

 8265 Mammern (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8260 Stein am Rhein 1]  

  [K-cancel 326a was last used on that date] 

 2037 Montmollin (canton Neuchâtel) [assumed by 2035 Corcelles] 

26.  On August 6, 2010, the post office at 9064 Hundwil (canton Appenzell-Ausserrhoden) was closed  

  [assumed by 9100 Herisau 1] 

27.  On August 11, 2010, the post office at 8505 Homburg (canton Thurgau) was closed  

  [assumed by 8266 Steckborn] [K-cancel 1378 was last used on that date] 

28.  On August 14, 2010, the post office at 9035 Grub (canton Appenzell-Ausserrhoden) was closed  

  [assumed by 9410 Heiden] [K-cancel 677 was last used on that date] 

29.  On August 28, 2010, the following post offices were closed: 

 2953 Frégiecourt-Pleujouse (canton Jura) [assumed by 2950 Courgenay]  

  [K-cancel 693 was last used on that date] 

 8585 Langrickenbach (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8580 Amriswil]  

  [K-cancel 1552 was last used on that date] 

 8106 Regensdorf 2 Adlikon (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8105 Regensdorf 1] 

30.  On September 3, 2010, the post office at 3535 Schüpbach (canton Bern) was closed  

  [assumed by 3534 Signau] 

31.  On September 4, 2010, the post office at 1434 Ependes (canton Vaud) was closed  

  [assumed by 1400 Yverdon] 

 

Whew!!  That’s enough for now.  We’re up to date. 

 

 

My thanks to our AHPS officers, who au-

thorized up to eight pages of color in each 

issue of TELL when the material needs 

the color.  This is our first issue with eight 

pages of color.  I hope you like it.  – Ed. 
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Overpaid? Underpaid?  

The Importance of Postal Rates 
by Charles J. LaBlonde 

Postal historians recognize the 

great value of having correct postal rate 

information.  Most of the questions that 

come my way from fellow World War II 

mail collectors involve postal rates.  It is 

challenging and fun to work out some of 

the rates.  The frustration arises from 

those covers with rates that simply make 

no sense, no matter how long one stares 

at them.  When confronted with one of 

these I fall back on the “fog of war” to 

explain how odd covers came into being 

in the stress of war. 

I recently obtained a fascinating 

little cover that is a rate tutorial in its 

own right.  The cover was sent on 2 

March 1942 from Liestal to Foss – Bridge, near Cheltenham in Gloustershire, GB. (The address is an 

interesting item in itself: “The Pigeon House”).  Somebody stuck a one franc stamp on the letter and 

an express label. 

If the letter were to travel as express mail the postage rate would have been 30 centimes for 

the basic letter + 30 centimes for registration + 60 centimes for the express surcharge = 120 centimes. 

Thus, with the 1 franc stamp, the letter was underpaid by 20 centimes. 

To fix the problem someone stuck an airmail label over the express label.  But was the problem 

really fixed?  The postage rate via air mail would have been 30 centimes for the basic letter + 30 cen-

times for registration + 20 centimes air mail sur-

charge to GB = 80 centimes.  Thus the letter was 

overpaid by 20 centimes. 

This is getting messy now. What if the letter 

might have weighed over 20 grams?  (How do we 

know, since there are no  weight markings   on the 

cover?)  In that case the postage would have been 30 

centimes for the basic letter + 20 centimes for being 

over 20 grams + 30 centimes for registration + 40 

centimes air mail surcharge = 120 centimes.  And 

the letter would have again been underpaid. BUT, 

this was not the case!  

Just below the stamp is a purple marking 

that reads “aufg” which stands for “aufgabe.”  This 

marking was used by postal clerks on overpaid let-

ters handed in at the counter, to confirm that the 

postage mistake was the sender’s fault and that no 

cash refund had been made to the sender. 

So the letter was sent by air mail and the 

PTT made 20 centimes! 

 

 

The AHPS Book 
The book Philately of Switzerland: an 

Introductory Handbook, edited so capably by 

Dick Hall, is being printed as this is written.  

The plan is that one of the first copies printed 

will be rushed to Chicago, where it will be en-

tered into the philatelic literature competition 

at CHICAGOPEX and on display there in No-

vember.  The print run should be finished 

about the time this TELL reaches you, and 

pre-publication orders – those ordered and 

paid for using the order form in the May TELL 

(response to the earlier e-mail poll is not suffi-

cient) – should be on their way to you in Sep-

tember.  If you order copies using the insert to 

this TELL, those should be mailed to you soon 

too. 

This is an exciting time; THANKS and 

CONGRATULATIONS to everyone involved, 

and especially to Dick Hall! 
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From the President’s 

Album 

(Continued from page 2)  That program concluded 

with the first public showing of an updated DVD 

version of “Switzerland: A Panorama of Its 

Stamps” by Harlan Stone.  

A suburban Minneapolis restaurant sur-

rounded by lakes and specializing in fish drew 17 

members and spouses Friday evening. 

At the Saturday morning business meeting, 

the following reports were presented: 

Secretary Dick Hall: Membership stands at 

273 (including 16 life members), and 21 reciprocal 

copies of Tell bring its total distribution to 294. 

Treasurer Bruce Marsden: AHPS can af-

ford a potential maximum subsidy of $15,000 for 

publication of Philately of Switzerland – An Intro-

ductory Handbook. Coming off the press early in 

August will be 350 copies. Sales will steadily de-

crease the size of the subsidy.  

Auction Manager Gordon Trotter: The 

three 2009 auctions, which included an increase in 

high-end material, contributed $1,700 to the AHPS 

treasury.  They averaged six sellers and 20 bid-

ders.  Gordon plans to drop the mid-summer auc-

tion because of declining participation.  

Circuit Sales Manager Emil Tobler: He dis-

tributed 14 circuit books last year but has only 

three in inventory now. Most popular stamp and 

cover needs are airmails, souvenir sheets, officials, 

telegraphs, railways, soldiers and varieties. One 

member donated the proceeds of his sales books to 

the society. Circuit sales contributed $522 to the 

AHPS treasury last year.  

Verein Representative Mike Peter: 15 

members belong to the Union of Swiss Philatelic 

Societies, down from 18 a year ago. The Verein has 

sent AHPS a supportive payment of 300 Swiss 

francs. 

TELL Editor George Struble received ap-

proval from the Board of Trustees to increase the 

use of color from four to eight out of 16 pages per 

bi-monthly issue at his discretion. Thanks to year-

end contributions by AHPS members, the society 

can afford the increased cost of $1,200 per year.  

The Saturday meeting concluded with the 

first public showing of a DVD version of an up-

dated “Switzerland’s 13 Types of Postal Statio-

nery” by Harlan Stone. 

AHPS took full advantage of a hotel hospi-

tality suite provided by the show committee, using 

it for the traditional Sunday morning swap session 

as well as local beer tastings.  

The following members signed the conven-

tion attendance sheet: Armstrong, Bertolacci, 

Bontly, Durham, Egy, Galatan-Stone, Keller, LaB-

londe, Lucas, Marsden, Opheim, Peter, Roberts, 

Stone, Struble, Tobler, Trotter and Zeigler. 

All arrangements for this educational and 

enjoyable three-day program were coordinated by 

Mike Peter with assistance from Steven Opheim, a 

local AHPS member. 

 

Peter Wins AHPS 

Grand Award 

(continued from page 3)    APS pre-1900 medal.  

As the winner of the AHPS grand award in 2008 

with the same exhibit, he has been ineligible to 

compete for that prize again at the two following 

conventions.  

George Struble captured the AHPS silver 

medal for “Development of Swiss Airmail up to 

  I. G. STAMPS   SWITZERLAND 

  Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 
• Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history. 

• Each item has a brief description and picture. 

• You can search for your particular collecting interest. 

• As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list. 

• Those members who do not have a computer please contact me.  I will send you a 
printed copy of your collecting interests. 

Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1SL, England 

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 
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1939”, along with a show gold, the APS 1900-1940 

medal, and the American Philatelic Congress 

Award for best text.  His exhibit also was ineligible 

for the AHPS grand award, which he won a year 

ago. 

Harlan Stone received the AHPS bronze 

medal for “Swiss Domestic and International Post-

al Services 1862-1891”.  This also won a show gold 

and the postal history award.  

Roger Heath’s “De Coppet Razor Cancelers” 

earned a show gold, the APS research medal and 

the AAPE creativity award.  

At the show’s vermeil level, the results 

were: 

• Bruce Marsden, “Trip to the Alps”, also Amer-

ican Topical Association medal; and “Swiss Fon-

due”, also AAPE award of honor. 

• Charles Bertolacci, “Kasimir Stamps of Liech-

tenstein 1920-1925”, also AAPE award of honor. 

• Michael Peter, “French-Swiss Cantonal Postal 

Treaty Accounting Marks 1828-1845”. 

• Charles La Blonde, “World War II airmail to 

Canada, Great Britain and United States”. 

• Roger Heath, “Hotel Schweizerhof: Communi-

cation during Europe’s Golden Age of Tourism”. 

At the show’s silver-bronze level, Rudolf 

Keller’s “Stamps Designed by Swiss Artist Hans 

Erni” also won three novice awards for a first-time 

exhibit, given by AHPS, AAPE and the Minnesota 

Federation of Stamp Clubs.  

 

Single-Frame Competition 

• Harlan Stone won a show gold and the AHPS 

best one-frame award for “Private Advertising Of-

ficially Imprinted on Swiss Postal Envelopes”. 

• Charles La Blonde’s “Suspension of U.S. Mail 

to Switzerland 1942-1945” earned not only a show 

gold but also the APS 1940-1980 medal and Mili-

tary Postal History Society award. 

• Goerge Struble’s “Swiss SCADTA Mail” cap-

tured a show silver and the Women Exhibitors’ 

Sterling Achievement Award.  

• Bruce Marsden won a show silver for “Usages 

of the 3-cent Transmission Lines Stamp of 1949”. 

• Michael Peter’s one-frame “Swiss Military 

Trains 1919-1921” was in the court of honor as an 

earlier grand award winner (see below). 

AHPS member Robert Zeigler was on the 

jury.  

Other Recent Winners  

• Ernest Bergman, “Swiss Army: Its Duties, 

Services and Patriotic Support 1936-1945”, SCO-

PEX 10 (Bellefonte, PA), gold. 

• Charles Bertolacci, “Kasimir Stamps of Liech-

tenstein 1920-1925”, PIPEX 10, silver.  

• Roger Heath, “Postal Service at the Hotel 

Schweizerhof, Luzern”, AMERISTAMP 10, C of C 

prix d’honneur. 

• Charles La Blonde, Scottish National Exhibi-

tion 10 (Perth), “Suspension of U.S. Mail to Swit-

zerland 1942-1945”, small vermeil; Swiss Post 

International Activity in Italy – The Baveno Story, 

large vermeil (literature). 

• Michael Peter, ST. LOUIS 10, “Zeppelin Mail 

to the Americas 1930-1937”,  gold, APS 1900-1940 

medal, best Missouri exhibitor award, St. Louis 

Bears best local exhibitor award; “Swiss Military 

Trains 1919-1921”, one-frame grand, gold.  

• Harlan Stone, AMERISTAMP 10, “Personal 

Advertising Officially Imprinted on Swiss Postal 

Envelopes”,    gold,    and    “Switzerland-to-United 

States  Mail  Routes  1862-1875”,   gold;  “Domestic 

and International Postal Services 1862-1891”, CO-

LOPEX 10, gold, and ROPEX 10, grand, gold, APS 

research medal; Swiss Postal Envelopes, NOJEX 

10, gold, Marcus White Award.  

• Steve Turchik, “Usage of the Imperforate Sit-

ting Helvetia”, ST. LOUIS 10, gold, APS pre-1900 

medal. 

 

New York Meeting 
Bruce Marsden and Harlan Stone cor-

dially invite all AHPS members to a meeting 

at the Collectors Club in New York at 3:00 

p.m. on October 23.  The meeting, the second 

in a planned semi-annual series, falls within 

the dates of the Postage Stamp Mega-Event 

scheduled in New York October 21 – 24.    

Just to see the facilities of the Collec-

tors Club is a treat, but there will be a show-

and-tell session; bring something to share, if 

you can.  A group dinner at a nearby restau-

rant will add to the Gemütlichkeit!  Please tell 

either Harlan or Bruce that you are coming; 

they must tell the Collectors Club how many 

people to expect.  Their contact addresses and 

phone numbers are on page 12.  
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Bob Zeigler Accepts 

Nomination as  

President of AHPS 
At the request of the Nominations Commit-

tee, Bob Zeigler has accepted the nomination to 

be President of AHPS for the two-year term begin-

ning 1 January 2011.  The committee is delighted 

that he is willing, considering he served previously 

in that office.  Experienced exhibitor and accre-

dited APS Judge, Bob has served as our attorney 

and advisor and has been a long-time active mem-

ber of our Society. 

For Vice President, the Committee has no-

minated Roger Heath.  Roger is a fine and proven 

exhibitor who is willing to step up to the presiden-

cy when the time is right.  A bit of biography from 

Roger will be published in the November TELL. 

For Secretary, the irrepressible Dick Hall 

is happy to continue in that office. 

We are pleased that Bruce Marsden, who 

left the vice presidency to fill the Treasurer vacan-

cy, is willing to continue in that position.    

For Regional Trustees, we are blessed that 

our veterans of the past term are all returning to 

office: West - Dana Neilsen; Central - Mike Pe-

ter; and East - Rudy Keller. 

And of course, continuing with his sage ad-

vice, we will have as an officer Past President Har-

lan Stone. 

You are reminded that these persons are 

nominated; you may write in other candidates on 

the ballot you will be receiving in the mail later 

this fall.   

The Committee on Nominations, appointed 

by President Harlan, consisted of Bill Lucas, Gor-

don Trotter, and Chair David E. Durham.  

 

 

AHPS Auction Manager 

Report 
2009 was another growth year for the 

AHPS auctions.  D espite a surprisingly weak 

summer auction, record sales of $11,662 were 

achieved for the year, with each of the other two 

auctions recording more than $5000 in sales.   

The three 2009 auctions returned $1700 to 

the AHPS treasury.   
 

Auction # 144 

March 

145 

July 

146 

Nov 

Total Avg 

# of lots 140 159 126 325 108 

# of sellers 8 3 6  6 

# of lots sold 58 13 71 142 47 

# of bidders 26 7 26  20 

$ sales 5013 778 5871 11662 3887 

$ to AHPS 722 114 864 1700 567 

  Gordon Trotter 

 

Most Beautiful Stamps?   

Ugliest? 
From time to time, someone takes a poll of 

the most beautiful and/or the ugliest stamps pro-

duced by some country.  Let’s see what the AHPS 

membership think about Swiss stamps.  Please 

send me your nominations for the three most beau-

tiful and the three ugliest Swiss stamps.  Let’s re-

strict this to postage stamps, including semi-postal 

and airmail, but not back-of-the-book issues like 

postage due, franchise, telegraph stamps, etc. 

Please send me your responses, preferably 

by email to gstruble@willamette.edu, by October 1.  

If I get a reasonable response I will publish the 

results in the November TELL. 

  George Struble 

 

BUYING / SELLING 
WORLD COINS 

Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

U.S. Distributor of 
Modern Schützentaler 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)339-9447; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 
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What Else is Going On? 
by George Struble 

Fritz Graf has updated his list of Swiss 

letter postage rates.  To receive a copy, just 

email Fritz at fritz_graf@gmx.net. 

Rudy Keller has sent me news of a Swiss 

National Room as one of the national rooms at 

the University of Pittsburgh; this project of the 

Swiss American Society of Pittsburgh has been in 

the works since 1998.  Room 321 has been set 

aside for the room, which will be a working class-

room.  The plans are based on a late medieval de-

sign featured in the Landesmuseum, Zürich.  The 

theme is a tribute to Swiss education, celebrating 

the work of Pestalozzi and Rousseau, whose por-

traits will hang in the room.  Dark beamed ceilings 

will house hi-tech lighting systems.  There will be 

26 “stabellen” chairs, each with a cantonal (some 

half cantons are included) design on the back.  

Four trestle tables will represent the four language 

areas of Switzerland.  Stylized carving and leaded 

glass windows will add to the effect.  Those in-

volved include woodcrafting master Richard Sink 

of West Virginia and Swiss architect Justin Rues-

sli of Luzern.  Over $193,000 has been raised for 

the project, and my last information is that anoth-

er $75,000 is still needed.  The committee plan 

May-November 2011 for construction.  Contribu-

tions from AHPS members would be welcome; 

checks can be payable to SWISS NATIONALITY 

ROOM FUND and sent to Fred Carlson, 118 Mon-

ticello Drive, Monroeville, PA 15146. 

Dale Eggen passed on to me news of a new 

service of the Swiss National Library: digitiza-

tion on request for books in the Library that are 

out of copyright.  The Library already lists 100,000 

books available for digitization.  The service is 

called “eBooks on Demand” or EOD.  There is a fee 

for the service, which results in a PDF file of the 

book.  Check it out at www.news.admin.ch 

/message/?lang=en&msg-id= 33404 

www.philapedia.com is a very ambitious 

postal history site, recently unveiled.  It in-

cludes postal history examples worldwide, in-

cluding already a significant representation of 

Swiss items.  Check it out! 

 

SWITZERLAND SUPER COLLECTION   Truly outstanding collection covering the years 1850-2001.  Housed in 
four Lindner hingeless albums and an additional stockbook.  Earlies include 32 used Rayons (incl. Sc 1 (2), 2 (2), 
5(2), 7(3), 11 (2), 13 (1), etc.), 52 used Strubels (incl. Sc 14, 18, 30 (2), 31 (2), 35 (2), etc.), strong mint and used 
1862-81 incl. all scarce shades, very strong 1882-1907 incl. nice perf. 9 1/2 set, Sc 87b, 121a, etc., many mint.  
UPU mint and used with both perfs and beautiful vlh Sc 103.  20th Century solid with many sets incl PAX both 
mint and used.  Nos. 181-85, 206, 209 either NH or vlh.  Semipostals both mint (nearly all NH) or used.  Souvenir 
sheets mint (all NH except for 1934 NABA vlh) and also used.  Airs include seven 1913 Flugspende stamps, C1-
46 mint and used (incl. C11a used and C26 CTO).  Nice postage dues (mostly used for earlies) lacking only J12.  
Franchise incl. 1871 Gratis.  Officials very strong incl. IKW (16 - signed), 1935-37 perfins (27 mint (all signed) and 
10 used).  SdN and BIT issues complete incl. Sc 2O17a, and 1944-50 issues VF NH.  Stockbook has superb tete-
beche, se-tenant, and Zwischensteg-Paare group incl. 30 of latter for 1910-33.  The 1934-76 issues also all 
present.  Collection continues through 2001.  After 1930s most mint stamps are NH, largely vlh before that.  
Rayons and Strubels are all used, all genuine and basically problem-free.  Balance of earlies very nice. 

Scott (2010) is about $80,000 with non-listed items (perfin officials, special pairs, etc.) figured at 90 cts/franc.  
Zumstein is about 110,000 Swiss francs.  Price on request.   

LIECHTENSTEIN SUPER COLLECTION  Superb collection of 1912-2005 mounted in two Lindner hingeless al-
bums and a stockbook (for 1990-2005 issues).  Almost all stamps are mint.  Every Scott major no. is present.  
Both 1912 and 1915 issues (Sc 1-3, 1a-3a, 3b, all lh).  The 1921 issues are NH (four p. 9 1/2 values missing).  
Nos. 82-89 are NH.  Nos. 94-107 and O1-8 - nice lh sets, but extra perf. vars. are missing.  Nos 108-10 are either 
NH (108) or vlh (109-10).  Nos. 114 and 130 are NH, and 131 is vlh.  The Vaduz S/S is vlh in margins only - beau-
tiful copy.  From then on almost everything is NH.  Nos. 259-60, 264 are NH, and there is also 259 used and 260a 
used.  All semipostals, airs, and officials with B4-10, C1-6, C7-8, C15-16 all NH.  Second volume covers 1967-89 
issues, all pristine mint, but also O42a, 43a used.  Stockbook is quite complete for years 1990-2005.  (High face 
value - Scott $1010 and Zumstein 1225,- francs for this volume.)  All S/S  present, but the collection lacks the 
compact sheets of four or more stamps per sheet.   Total Scott (2010) value is $13,500, and the Zumstein cat. is 
~22,000 francs.  Price on request.   

Many more details about either collection can be supplied on request.  Contact me at P. O. Box 804, Kutztown, 
PA  19530  or 1-610-683-6572 or  crchambliss@gmail.com       Carlson R. Chambliss   
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AHPS Website: http://www.swiss-stamps.org 

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational 

organization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS 

is dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 

philately and building a community of 

members who share an interest in Swiss 

philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 

among AHPS members.  The goals of TELL 

are 

• inform its readers about Swiss philately 

• support the activities of AHPS 

• provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 

• serve needs of AHPS members 

 

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS 

conventions and shows: 

June 3-5, 2011: NAPEX – Washington, DC; 

Contact Cheryl Ganz cherylganz@yahoo.com.  

See page 3. 

Apr. 27-29, 2012: WESTPEX – San Francisco, 

CA 

2013: TEXPEX – Dallas, TX 
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Landi '39 

 (Continued from page 1)   On February 1, 1939, a set of 

three stamps (Zumstein 219-227; Scott 247-255) in each of the 

three official languages at the time was issued (German, 

French, and Italian; Romansh didn’t become an official lan-

guage until 1996).  The stamps depicted a parade of various 

professions, the spiritual life of the Swiss, and Piz Roseg and 

the Tschierva Glacier which are located on the Italian-Swiss 

border (Figure 3). 

 But it was not enough just to get the message out to the 

Swiss, they needed to let the rest of Europe know, in particular 

Germany and Italy, that Switzerland would not be another 

Austria.  To accomplish this, a series of three Swissair flights 

publicizing the Exposition were flown.  The first went to capi-

tals to the south of 

Switzerland (Euro-

paflug Süd) (Figure 

4).  It left Zürich on 

April 29, 1939, and 

landed in Rome, Ita-

ly; Athens, Greece; 

Cairo, Egypt; re-

turned to Athens; 

Sofia, Bulgaria (Figure 5); Bucharest, Romania; Belgrade, Yu-

goslavia; Budapest, Hungary, returning to Zürich on May 6, 

1939, the opening day of the Exposition.  Mail was carried on 

this and the succeeding flights.  The number of covers flown 

between Zürich and each of the capitals ranges from a low of 

349 for the second Athens landing to a high of 4,372 to Cairo 

(16,174 covers made the round trip). 

 The second flight (Europaflug Nord) (Figure 6) left 

Zürich on May 15, 1939, and flew to capitals to the north of 

Switzerland – Warsaw, Poland; Kaunas, Lithuania; Riga, 

Latvia (Figure 7); Tallin, Estonia; Helsinki, Finland; Stock-

holm, Sweden; Oslo, Norway; Copenhagen, Denmark; Ber-

lin, Germany; returning to Zurich on May 21, 1939.  

Interesting by their 

omission are Vien-

na and Prague, 

former capitals al-

ready swallowed up 

by Nazi Germany.  

For this flight the 

number of covers 

flown ranges from 

a low of 1,671 to 

Kaunas to a high of 

5,050 to Helsinki 

(20,004 covers 

made the round 

trip). 

  
Fig. 3. French-language version of the first Landi 
issue with first-day cancel from Geneva. 

  
Fig. 4. Route of the Europaflug Süd. 

 
Fig. 5. Cover flown on Europaflug Süd flight – Sofia, 
Bulgaria, landing May 4, 1939 – 1,233 covers flown. 
 

 
Fig. 6. Route of the Europaflug Nord. 
 

 
Fig. 7. Cover flown on Europaflug Nord flight – Riga, 
Latvia, landing May 16, 1939 – 2,149 covers flown. 
. 
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 The third flight 

(Europaflug West) (Figure 

8) left Zürich on May 22, 

1939, and flew to capitals 

to the west of Switzerland 

– Rotterdam, The Nether-

lands; Brussels, Belgium; 

Antwerp, Belgium (Figure 

9); London, England; Paris, 

France; Barcelona, Spain; 

returning to Zürich on May 

28, 1939.  The two landings 

in Belgium reflect the 

Swiss sensitivity to linguis-

tic divisions, Antwerp for 

the Dutch-speaking Bel-

gians and Brussels for the 

French-speaking.  More 

interesting is the selection 

of Barcelona rather than 

Madrid for the Spanish 

landing.  To understand 

this one must remember 

that Spain was in the 

throes of a civil war in 

1939. Barcelona had fallen 

to Franco’s troops on Janu-

ary 26, 1939, but Madrid 

held out until March 28. 

Planning for the flight un-

doubtedly was completed 

well before March and the situation in Madrid was too uncertain to risk a 

stop there.  The civil war probably also explains why Lisbon, Portugal, 

was omitted.  Overflights of Spain were an iffy venture with the German-

sponsored warplanes of the Condor Legion patrolling the Spanish air 

space.  For this flight the number of covers flown ranges from a low of 

2,106 to Antwerp to a high of 8,865 to Barcelona (14,506 covers made the round trip). 

 As mentioned above, the Exposition opened on May 6, 1939, to great pomp and ceremony.  A parade 

was held in downtown Zürich, headed by the Federal Cabinet (Figure 10).  The official flag raising took 

place at the Bürkliplatz on the banks of the Lake of Zürich between the two venues (Figure 11). 

 To help celebrate the occasion, eleven small planes flew from Zürich to the capitals of each of the 

other 24 cantons.  For these flights (Meldeflug) the number of 

covers flown ranges from a low of 913 to Stans, the capital of 

Canton Nidwalden (Figure 12), to a high of 8,097 to Bern, the 

capital of Canton Bern (as well as the capital of the nation) 

(7,229 covers made the round trip). 

On the opening day of the Exposition a set of four 

stamps of identical design was issued (Figure 13), again in each 

of the three official languages (Zumstein 228-239; Scott 256-

267).  However, in this case the stamps, except for 30c value, 

were issued in two formats – sheets and coils.  The coil stamps 

were issued in repeating groups of the three language versions 

– German, French, Italian, German, etc.  This format has led 

collectors to seek out the three possible pairs and the three 

 
Fig. 8. Route of the Europaflug 
West. 

 
Fig. 9. Cover flown on Europaflug West flight – Ant-
werp, Belgium, landing May 23, 1939 –2,106 covers 
flown. 

 
Fig. 10. Members of the Federal Cabinet marching 
in the parade marking the opening of the Landes-
ausstellung (unnumbered postcard published by 
Photo-Rotation Wilhelm Pleyer). 
. 

Fig. 11. Opening ceremonies at the 
Bürkliplatz (L.A. 314, J. Gaberell). 
 

Fig. 12. Cover flown on the Meldeflug flights –

Stans, Canton Nidwalden – 913 covers flown. 



September 2010   15   TELL  

possible arrangements of the strips of three (Figure 14).  The design of the stamp shows a crossbow and a 

flowering branch.  The design implies that Swiss quality as symbolized by the crossbow will produce a flo-

wering of Swiss industry and commerce. 

 The sheet and coil versions are distinguisha-

ble by the presence or absence of “grilling” of the 

gum.  This “grilling” is a light, waffle-like impression 

into the gum and paper as contrasted with the grilling of early United States stamps which actually dam-

aged the paper.  The sheet stamps were issued on grilled paper and the coil stamps on smooth paper.  

Again, the 30c value was an exception, being printed on smooth paper.  But the 10c German sheet stamp 

was also printed by exception on smooth paper.  One might think, therefore, that the 10c German sheet 

and coil stamps are indistinguishable.  This is not the case, as there is a subtle difference in the length of 

the printer’s name at the bottom of the stamp.  It is slightly longer on the sheet stamp with the result that 

the “A” of “COURVOISIER S.A.” is to the right of the “V” of “HELVETIA”. For the coil stamp the “A” is to 

the left of the “V” (Figure 15). 

  

 

 

 In addition to the stamps issued on the opening day of the Exposition, a series of illustrated postal 

cards (Zumstein P 145-150, Figure 16) in two denominations – 10c and 20c, corresponding to the domestic 

and foreign postal rates – and letter sheets (Zumstein AuB 5-7, Figure 17) in a single denomination, 20c, 

were issued.  Both the postal cards and the letter sheets were issued in the three languages.  There were 

37 different illustrations on the postal cards, fortunately only one language per illustration.  But 15 of the 

illustrations on the 10c denomination postal cards occur in two different colors – gray brown and lilac 

Fig. 13. First day cover of the German-language version of 

second Landi issue. 

Fig. 14. Coil strip of three of the second Landi issue showing 

the three languages se-tenant. 

Fig. 15. 10c German-language stamp of the second Landi 

issue. Top: sheet version; bottom, coil version. 

Fig. 16. Exposition  postal card. 
  

        Fig. 17. Exposition 

        letter sheet (front  

        and back). 
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brown.  There were 18 different illustrations on the let-

ter sheets, again only one language per illustration.  An 

unstamped version of the lettersheets was also issued 

and given away by the postal service as publicity.  The 

unstamped version repeated the 18 illustrations of the 

stamped version but added an additional 16 different 

illustrations. 

 At the beginning of the second week of the Expo-

sition, on May 14, 1939, an international balloon race 

was held from the Exposition grounds to Bäretswil, a 

distance of of about 24 km (15 miles) (Figure 18).  A to-

tal of 47,092 covers were carried on the balloon flight, of 

which 42,562 were franked with Swiss stamps (the bal-

ance were franked with Liechtenstein or Belgian 

stamps). 
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  (To be continued) 

 Figure 18. May 14, 1939, International Balloon Race 

cover 

 

 


